
ACROSS

 1 Charlie wears floppy straw hat, Penny a 
bracelet (10)
 7 Daring individual crossing loch (4)
 9 Novelist had returned novel, finally (4)
 10 A great writer? No, no... Noël Coward is 
rubbish! (5,5)
 11 Elephant dropping over walls of latrine 
— such a mess (6)
 12 Vesta’s here, ready to provide 
illumination (8)
 13 Miss an important part of school? (4,4)
 15 Flat, quits... (4)
 17 ...only fair (4)
 19 Reportedly travelled on horseback 
towards evacuated Western island capital 
(4,4)
 22 Nice secret game uncovered as a treat 
for the kids (3,5)
 23 Stone barrels placed in water (6)
 25 Barking police station loo out of order, 
lacking disinfectant (10)
 26 Old, short film recorded poet (4)
 27 Yorkshireman at home in County Kerry 
(4)
 28 Man known for his address, imperial 
symbol of the city (7,3)

DOWN

 2 Ace opportunity to find a bargain game 
installed, generally (2,1,4)
 3 Leaders of Conservatives elected lovable 
Etonian Boris, a famous name (5)
 4 Country boys love Niamh loads! (8)
 5 Wealthy individual acquiring Motor plc 
cooked books produced by her (7,8)
 6 Foolish talk about international raider (6)
 7 The most brilliant Beth Rigby forced to 
leave by heads of Sunday Times (9)
 8 Bill runs into solitary old Mexican robber 
(7)
 14 Policeman not working properly, time to 
replace force? (9)
 16 Look, when leaving Spain poach fresh 
soup (8)
 18 Weird upper-class child-minder caught 
breaking in (7)
 20 Prince starts to want independent life, 
upsetting tabloid (7)
 21 Expose article suppressed by party (6)
 24 Argument in Berlin exhausted former PM 
(5)
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