
ACROSS

 1 Second sizeable piece incorporated from 
another song (6)
 4 Expert and competent senior journalist 
made a return (8)
 10 Thumb possibly covers handy needle 
holder (4,3)
 11 Benefit with every single feature limiting 
access (7)
 12 Well, this newspaper is not rigorous 
enough! (4)
 13 Star sated by fantastically posh clothes 
(6,4)
 15 Daughter more or less starts to eat solid 
foods (6)
 16 Helps musicians just after the intro (7)
 20 Happy videos, for a TikToker (7)
 21 Yikes, that girl’s full of energy and hyper 
at the outset (6)
 24 Fine pass boy produced with ball (7-3)
 26 Writer has months to create haiku (4)
 28 Busy period of time principally eradicated 
one’s sense of self (2,3,2)
 29 Not playing games after initially routing 
everybody (7)
 30 Don’t discard wine — it has sentimental 
value (8)
 31 English director requiring guys from over 
in France (6)

DOWN

 1 Reserve arranged to join first-class squad 
(3,5)
 2 Declaration of obvious love (9)
 3 Heavy metal headliner (4)
 5 Type of music that is quicker than all 
others (8)
 6 To leave an airport late perhaps is 
irresponsible (3-2-5)
 7 In the end, unpleasant shareholder drama 
destroyed the business (5)
 8 Thin cover put over work truck (6)
 9 Little pooch requires a minute at first to 
get excited (3,2)
 14 Being compassionate sent Engels wild 
(10)
 17 Opted then to go round part of Australia 
(3,3,3)
 18 Where I may record notes as I see things 
(2,2,4)
 19 Trophy winners drinking the last drops of 
some superior bubbly (8)
 22 Couple on board boat toiling away (2,4)
 23 Bloke centrally involved in fair old fight? 
(5)
 25 “Stop filming…that is lovely!” (5)
 27 Way back when some action ceased (4)
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