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 1 Piggy in extremely messy sty 
(6)
 4 Passionate at first, though 
a� air is miserable (8)
 9 Runs away from Bristol’s 
brutes (6)
 10 Cabin boy mixed milky drink 
(8)
 11 Tell tales of picaresque 
Albanians (6)
 13 Trump forbidden female 
nurses at home (8)
 14 Sanctimonious boy behind 
complaint (5)
 15 Stern parent (4)
 17 Reportedly floated bottle in 
river (7)
 20 Man and o� spring rejecting 
society (4)
 24 Outstanding example of peer 
pressure going forward (5)
 26 Hatchet hidden in Norse 
god’s chests (8)
 27 Dell peripheral initially 
installed for nothing (6)
 28 Lieutenant general dons 
headgear e� ortlessly (4,4)
 29 Modifies V-sign (6)
 30 Firm conservative in part of 
Greece (8)
 31 Monster with very strange 
name (6)

DOWN

 1 Workers accepting orders 
are leaderless, no doubt (2,2,4)
 2 Enigmatic vampire heading 
o�  to puncture men (8)
 3 Governor posed on carpet 
(6)
 5 Wings of idiotic aviator, 
useless flyer (6)
 6 Blaze is full of unknown 
combustion particles (3,3)
 7 India ignoring case of British 
disease (6)
 8 Characters in igloo got 
married and were radiant (6)
 12 I sell spun yarn (5)
 13 Works ever so excitedly, 
embracing university (7)
 16 Set designer exposed on 
radio (5)
 18 Cheerful son regularly earns 
almost 21 shillings (8)
 19 None is as recklessly ready 
to mate (2,6)
 21 One-time Tea Party member 
mostly leaning to the right (6)
 22 Family supporting person in 
sewer (6)
 23 One refusing to eat more 
quickly (6)
 24 Nit-picker in strop about 
book (6)
 25 Set fire to some tedious list 
(6)

Solution 17,596

For this month’s US 
crossword, published 
on Sunday December 
17, and puzzles of the 
past 30 days, scan 
the QR code or go to
ft.com/crosswordapp


